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Caleb Gushing, who began his efforts to get into
Congress in 1826, and did not succeed until 1834.
He had many enemies in his own party, which pre-
vented his election in a district where his side was
usually in the ascendant. He was occasionally
disposed to transfer to some friend who could
unite the factions of his party the burden of the
candidacy. There were seventeen Congressional
elections in the North Essex district between 1831
and 1833, and the seat in the national legislature
to which this district was entitled was vacant dur-
ing nearly the whole term. In the summer of 1832
there was a suggestion to unite the party by nom-
inating Mr. Whittier. Mr. Thayer, editor of the
Haverhill "Gazette,"had been an opponentof Gush-
ing, but could be depended upon to favor Whittier,
and the young poet was quite willing to accept the
position. His few years' experience in " practical
politics " had fostered an ambition for power and
patronage, of which those can have no idea who
knew him only after he had devoted himself to
philanthropic labors. After leaving his political
editorship in Boston and Hartford, and coming
back to his farm, he found his friend Edwin Har-
riman editing the Haverhill " Iris," a Gushing
paper. He contributed many political articles to
the "Iris," and one or two partisan poems, like the
satirical verses addressed to the " Poetical Trio,"
given in a preceding chapter. Here is a private
letter to Harriman which illustrates the motives
and methods of Whittier's ambition, before the
great change which came over his spirit a year or
two later. He suggests that an election can. be